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1. Purpose

2. Déefinitions

20U.S.C.
Sec. 1232h

135. PARENTAL PERMISSION FOR RESEARCH
INVOLVING STUDENTS

The school district receives requests from those conducting research asking the
district to provide information, subjects and/or facilities to be used in studies. While
such research proj ects may have educational value, each project must be given close
scrutiny to see that, in being carried out, it does not detract from the educational
mission of the schools or in any way harm children if they are involved. The district
recognizes its responsibility to help further educational knowledge, but believes that
this responsibility is secondary to the primary mission of educating children.

Asused in this policy:

1. Theterm parent shall include lega guardian.

2. Theterm resear ch includes, but is not limited to, any survey, analysis or
evaluation that reveals information concerning:

a

b.

Academic achievement.
Political affiliations.

Mental and psychological problems potentially embarrassing to the student or
hig’her family.

Sex behavior and attitudes.
Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating and demeaning behavior.

Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close
family relationships.

Legally recognized privileged or analogous relationships, such as those of
lawyers, physicians, and ministers.
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3. Delegation of
Responsibility

h.  Income (other than that required by law to determine dligibility for
participation in a program or for receiving financial assistance under such
program).

i. Personal values, attitudes, and opinions.

j. Family members values, attitudes, and opinions.

K. Religious affiliations or beliefs.

Research Review Process

The Superintendent or his’her designee is responsible for the development of
procedures for reviewing requests for research studies. Research proposals,
including those submitted by Northern Lehigh School District personnel and/or
outside agencies, shall be categorized by administration as one of the following
Leve 1, Leve 2, or Level 3. All Level 2 and Level 3 research requests shall all be
submitted to the Superintendent or his’her designee.

1

Level 1 Research— has no impact on the academic process and does not directly
involve students. Examples of Level 1 Research include: requests for
demographic or budgetary information from school district records, opinion
surveys of teachers and/or administrators. Administration shall have the
authority to approve such requests.

Level 2 Research— has no direct impact on students but may indirectly involve
students as passive participants, e.g., in being observed in the classrooms
provided that the data recorded by those conducting the research does not
personally identify any individual student. Level 2 Research might also have a
direct impact on teachers, involving teacher time and effort. Parental permission
is not required unless otherwise mandated by state or federal law.

Level 3 Research— directly involves students during the school day. Level 3
Research often seeks to collect information about the attitudes, values, beliefs
and/or behaviors of students or their families; and that data may or may not be
personally identifiable. The inclusion of studentsin Level 3 Research may
require full review and approval by the Northern Lehigh Board of School
Directors. No student will be included in Level 3 Research unless the parents
are fully informed from Northern Lehigh School District and a parental
permission form is completed and signed by the parent, indicating their
willingness to allow their child to participate.
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4. Guidelines Should a request to conduct Level 3 Research be approved, administration will apply
the following guidelines:

1. Every effort will be made to ensure that the study or research project will have
as little effect on the ongoing academic program as possible.

2. Thedirect effect on students, if any, will be minimized.

3. A plan will be developed that states the amount of lost instructional time and
how that time could be replaced or why it cannot be replaced.

4. Alternative instructiona arrangements will be made for those students who do
not participate in the study.

5. Prior to any Level 3 Research being conducted, parents will be fully informed
of: the research sponsor, the purpose of the study, the amount of instructional
time that will be used in conducting the study, the type of information to be
gathered, how that information will be treated in terms of anonymity and/or
confidentiality, and any possible risks to their children or the families' rights to

privacy.

6. The Superintendent or his’her designee is responsible for the development of
procedures for informing parents and securing their informed written consent.

7. All forms, surveys, gquestions, observation format, etc. need to be presented to
the Superintendent or his/her designee as part of the approval process.

8. The Superintendent or his/her designee may ask the researcher to present the
proposed study or project to the School Board as part of the presentation for
approval.

9. Sufficient time must be given to the Superintendent, his/her designee, and/or the
School Board to allow them to review the documents and program presentation
before they approve or disapprove the research request.

Inspection of Materials

20U.SC. Pursuant to Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA), all instructioral
Sec. 1232h materials, including teachers manuals, films, tapes, or other supplementary material,
Pol. 105.1 which will be used in connection with any research or experimentation program

shall be available for inspection by the parents of the children engaged in such a
program or project.
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20U.SC.
Sec. 12329

20U.SC.
Sec. 1232h

PA Code
Title 22
Sec. 403.1

20U.S.C.
Sec. 12329

20 U.S.C.
Sec. 1232h

Board Policy
105.1, 235

The Release of Information

Sometimes, in the course of conducting research, requests are made for information
from educational records (as distinguished from individual student records). Insofar
as the requested information does not identify students individually or their families,
it may be shared, after routine administrative review, in accordance with the
provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974,

Parental Notification

Administration shall develop procedures to ensure that parents and students are
given effective notice of their rights under the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment
(PPRA).
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