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Exclusion from 
school for 

more than ten 
school days in 
any one school 

year 

Cumulatively, in increments 
of less than ten days each 

(serial suspension) 

Does suspension constitute a 
change in placement? 

 
Must at least consider –  

! length of each suspension; 
! proximity of suspensions to 

each other; and 
! total time of exclusion 
 

Total days less than fifteen 
could constitute a change in 

placement under this standard 

At one time 
(expulsion) 

Convene IEP team 
within ten school days of 
decision to exclude or ten 

business days of the 
commencement of that 
exclusion, whichever is 

shorter, for the following 
purposes 

Student remains in 
existing placement, 

from the eleventh day 
onward in the case of 
expulsion, or from the 
point at which the total 
days of suspension add 

up to a “change in 
placement,” pending 

completion of next step
s o

Conduct a behavior support review 
! develop a plan for completion of a 

functional behavior assessment; or 
! review existing behavior support plan, 

and 

Conduct a “manifestation determination 
review” 

If the team answers “yes” to all three of the 
following questions, the behavior was not a 

manifestation of disability: 
 

! whether IEP in effect was appropriate as 
it related to the behavior in question, and 
whether it was appropriately 
implemented; 

! whether the child was able to understand 
the impact and consequences of the 
behavior in question; and 

! whether the child could control the 
behavior in question 
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Convene IEP tea
ithin ten business d
 eleventh cumulati
of exclusion either 

 
Develop a plan for
completion of a 
functional behavio
assessment; or 
Review existing be
intervention plan 
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Behavior was a 
manifestation 

Team revises IEP, 
as necessary 

Behavior was not a 
manifestation 

Team develops IEP 
to be implemented in 

expulsion 

More 
restrictive 
placement 
needed to 
implement 
revisions 

More restrictive 
placement not 

needed 

Placement in  
expulsion after  

School Board hearing,  
or proceed  

to due process 
Implement 

revisions, or 
proceed to due 

process 
Begin new 

placement, or 
proceed to 

due process 

If parents pursue due process, student must 
remain in existing placement, unless –  

 
! the behavior constituted a drug offense, 
! the behavior constituted a weapons offense, or 
! maintaining the current placement is 

“substantially likely to result in injury to the child 
or to others” 

Alternative 
Placement 
Following 
Expedited 
Hearing  

(within 45 days).  
District must 

 show – 
 
! substantial 

evidence of 
likely injury 

 
! reasonable 

efforts to 
minimize risk 

Unilateral 
alternative 

placement for 
up to 45 

calendar days 
for drug 

offense or 
weapons 

Areas shaded in gray denote the activities and decisions to be made at a single 
IEP team meeting, if possible. 


